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TO:	All NIH Funded Investigators			DATE:  April 30, 2013

FROM:	Anne Klibanski, M.D., Chief Academic Officer, Partners HealthCare
		Barbara E. Bierer, M.D., Senior Vice President, Research, Brigham & Women’s Hospital
		Harry Orf, Ph.D., Senior Vice President, Research, Massachusetts General Hospital
		Andrew Chase, Vice President, Research Management, Partners HealthCare
Roberta Nary, Director of Research Administration, SRN & IHP
Raquel Espinosa, Director of Research Administration, McLean Hospital

RE:	Investigator Alert:  New NIH Public Access Policy Compliance Requirements for Non-Competing Continuation Awards
The NIH recently updated  its Public Access Policy (NOT-OD-13-042) making changes that represent a significant shift in terms of the NIH’s enforcement, in addition to mandating the use of My NCBI to record publications on Progress Reports, either electronically through the RPPR (the new Research Performance Progress Report) or the PHS 2590 using the My NCBI generated PDF report.  All NIH-funded investigators should familiarize themselves with the revised policy and NIH mandated tools.  Failure to comply will result in funding delays for noncompeting continuation awards.  
For non-competing awards with a start date of July 1, 2013 (and Progress Report submission date of May 15, 2013), the NIH will delay processing the award and obligating the next year of funding if publications arising from the award are not in compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy. 

Since FY 2008, this policy has required that published NIH-funded research be freely accessible to all; not only those with access to journals in which articles are published.  Thus, all NIH-funded investigators are required to submit, upon acceptance for publication, an electronic version of their final peer-reviewed manuscript to NIH’s PubMed Central (http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/) to be made available no later than twelve (12) months after the official publication date.  Anyone submitting an application, proposal, or progress report to NIH must link to My NCBI to report publications and must include the PubMed Central reference number (PMCID) when citing articles that arise from their NIH-funded research.  

Attached to this memo are notices with detailed information on how to comply with the Public Access Policy.  We recognize there are challenges, especially when an award’s PI is not the paper’s corresponding author.  We encourage PIs to remind Co-Investigators, either within Partners or at a collaborating institution, of the Public Access Policy compliance requirement.  Using the NIH compliance monitor, we have already identified more than 2,000 non-compliant publications across the Partners system.  The Research Management Pre-Award Grant Administrators will be reminding you of your Public Access obligation during the Progress Report review.  During the coming months you should expect additional outreach from your hospital’s Research Compliance Office or Research Administration to resolve non-compliant publications.  While the Research Management and Research Compliance staffs are committed to helping you, they are unable to submit articles to PubMed Central.  This responsibility resides with the corresponding author.

Each institution will be providing training on the Public Access Policy and use of My NCBI.  Look for training announcements via email or check your institutional library for training sessions or 1:1 counseling.  Countway Library has developed excellent resources, including video tutorials, which are available at https://hmscholar.countway.harvard.edu/tutorials.html.  

If you have any questions about this memo and attachment, please do not hesitate to contact us or your institution’s librarian, Research Compliance Office, or Research Administration Office for those institutions without a research compliance officer.  If you have any questions about submission of Progress Reports, including the new RPPR, please contact your department’s Pre-award Grant Administrator.

Brigham & Women’s Hospital:	
Library: Anne Fladger, 617-525-6787, afladger@partners.org
Research Compliance:  Allison Moriarty, 617-732-8335, apmoriarty@partners.org

Massachusetts General Hospital:
		Treadwell Library:  Please submit your questions to Ask a Librarian"  							        https://www2.massgeneral.org/library/ask.asp		
Research Compliance:  Mary Gervino, 617-643-6126, mgervino@partners.org

McLean Hospital:
		Mental Health Sciences Library:  Pam Hastings, 617-855-2460, 
phastings@mclean.harvard.edu
		Research Administration:  Raquel Espinosa, 617-855-2868,
respinosa@partners.org

Spaulding Rehabilitation Network & IHP:
The Doris K. Barber Memorial Library: John M. Solomon, 617-952-5161,     jmsolomon@partners.org
Institute of Health Professions Library: Jessica Bell, 617-643-5714,
        jbell@mghihp.edu
Research Administration:  Roberta C. Nary, 617-952-6178, rnary@partners.org


Partners HealthCare System:
		Research Compliance:  Mary Mitchell, 617-954-9597, 
			mmitchell14@partners.org

  
Attachments
Overview of NIH Public Access Policy
Addendum to Publication Agreement
Uploading Manuscript to NIHMS
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